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UM CO-SPONSORS HISTORY CONFERENCE IN GREAT FALLS
MISSOULA—
Canadian and U.S. authors, journalists and historians will gather in Great Falls
Thursday through Saturday, Sept. 17-19 for a conference on Joseph Kinsey Howard, author of
the nationally acclaimed “Montana: High, Wide and Handsome.”
The conference will be held at the University of Great Falls’ McLaughlin Center
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Thursday with a program of reminiscences about Howard. Conference
sessions on Friday are scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m. On Saturday, sessions
will run from 9 a.m. to noon and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. A keynote presentation at 7 p.m. Friday
will feature High Country News publisher Ed Marston discussing “A Journalist’s View of the
W est.” All events are free and open to the public.
The University of Montana’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West is co-sponsoring the
conference with the University of Great Falls, Montana Committee for the Humanities and
Great Falls Tribune.
For CRMW, the aims of the conference are threefold, said center Associate Director
Bill Farr: “Revisit Joe Howard’s life and work, ... expand the center’s offerings outside of
Missoula and, most important, consider the continuing significance of the issues and themes
Howard raised about how to give ourselves the benefit of wide cultural margins and as much
-more-
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economic independence as possible.”
Howard was not only an author of several other history books, including “Strange
Empire: A Narrative of the Northwest,” he also was a journalist with the Great Falls Leader,
community promoter and champion of the underdog. Conference presentations will explore a
variety of topics he focused on, such as the public ownership of rivers, the importance of
agriculture and the importance of the Canadian experience in the formation of Montana and the
West.
Sessions come under the headings “Howard as an Environmental V oice,” “The
Montana Study,” “Journalistic Landscape Since J.K. Howard,” “Howard’s Literary Legacy,”
“The Historical Metis in the Trans-Border W est,” “The Contemporary Metis in the TransBorder W est” and “Montana: High, Wide, Handsome and Plundered?”
The opening program of Howard reminiscences Thursday evening will include a talk by
radio journalist Jyl Hoyt of Boise, Idaho; a video by Great Falls writer Dan Cushman; and a
recording of Howard himself, made at a UM Charter Day speech he gave in 1947. Former
U.S. Rep. Pat Williams, a senior fellow at CRMW, will make a keynote presentation, “J.K.
Howard and the Role of the Federal Government in the W est,” at 1:30 p.m. Saturday.
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